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Deputy Head from The Ashley School in Suffolk Visits Stormont House School 

 

Last week we had a visit from Andy McAvoy, Deputy Head at The Ashley School, a special school in Suffolk.  Both 
Mr McDonnell and Mr McAvoy hope that the visit is the start of a greater connection between the two schools 
that will benefit staff and pupils at both.  Below is a letter sent by Mr AcAvoy to pupils and staff here at Stormont 
after his visit: 

To the pupils at Stormont House Special School 
 

Last week Mr McDonnell very kindly invited me to visit your school.  I teach in a school a long way away from Hackney at a place 
called Lowestoft – perhaps your teachers can show you on a map where that is. 
 

I was made so very welcome by everyone.  As soon as I arrived a young man opened the door for me and I was offered a cup of 
tea.  I talked to Mr McDonnell who told me all about your school and how proud he was with everything that you do and how 
hard you work. 
 

Then I was able to see you in your classrooms.  What a treat that was.  Some of you were learning about the Southern and 
Northern hemispheres, you told me about how the land had separated.  Another class was talking about how germs spread and I 
saw some brilliant art work. Another class was writing about the Michael Morpurgo book, ‘War Horse.’  It was here that I noticed 
something I had seen in other books and that was the two colour marking.  I was quickly able to see what you had already done 
well and how you could make it even better.  We have just started doing this in our school and I hope that our pupils will be able 
to tell me all about this coloured marking the same way some of you did. 
 

I have talked to my friends here and they all want to know more about Stormont House School.  I’ve told them you are moving 
into a brand new building soon and that I would like to come back and see you again once that has happened. I really hope I can 
because it was great to see you all working so hard and taking so much pride in your work. 
 

So to you all, from the young man who opened the door at the beginning of the day to the pupil who showed me his, ‘War 
Horse’ work with the two coloured marking at the end of my visit a huge thank you.  I really enjoyed my time with you and tru ly 
hope to come back and see you all again in the future. 
 

Look after yourselves and thanks again.  
 

Andy McAvoy    

Acting Deputy Head at The Ashley Academy Trust School. 
 

Moving back to Downs Park Road 
 

The picture shows our new school viewed from Hackney Downs, as 
you can see it is nearly ready!  When the pupils break up on 
December 16 the staff will start to pack up ready for our move over 
the Christmas holiday period.  Pupils will return to the new school 
back at Downs Park Road on Monday 13 January 2014.   
Many pupils, staff and governors have already been to visit the 
school and have been impressed by the design of the new building.  
The pupils will benefit enormously from improved facilities 
including new fully fitted ICT, food tech and science rooms and a 
purpose built Sports Hall.   
We can’t wait to move in, and at sometime after the beginning of 
term will arrange for parents and carers to visit the school.    
 

 

View from the West side of the Park 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Dates for your Diary 2013/14 
 

Year 11 Work Experience   Monday 11 – Friday 22 November  
Carol Service & Christmas Dinner  Monday 16 December  
End of Term for pupils    Monday 16 December – school closes at 3.30pm  

CHRISTMAS Holiday 
Pupils return (start of Spring term for pupils) Monday 13 January 2014 (Downs Park Road)  
Careers Evening Years 10 & 11   Tuesday 21 January 6-8pm  
Half Term     Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February  
Year 7 Parent/Carer evening   Tuesday 4 March 3.45 – 6pm  
Years 8 & 9 Parent/Carer evening  Tuesday 11 March 3.45 – 6pm  
Staff Training afternoon   Friday 21 March (school closes at 1.15pm)  
Reward Outings    Thursday 3 April  
End of Term for Pupils    Friday 4 April 2014 (school closes at 1.15pm)  

EASTER Holiday 
Staff Training Day    Tuesday 22 April (School closed)  
Pupils return (start of Summer term for pupils) Wednesday 23 April  
Bank Holiday     Monday 5 May  
Half term     Monday 26 May to Friday 30 May  
End of Term for Pupils Friday 18 July (school closes at 1.15pm)  

SUMMER Holiday 
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Next week 
Mon 2 – Tues 3 Dec  Dental Service in school 

 Mon 2 Dec  Y11 Visiting Houses of Parliamnet 
 Mon 2 Dec  Year 7 Variety Club trip to Paradise Wildlife Park 

Fri 6 Dec  Year 8 Assembly (parent/carers welcome, starts at 3.00pm )  

Reminder  
If your child is in Miss Haynes’ Maths Class then he/she will be getting maths homework every Friday on a piece of 
paper to handed in the following week. 

9H English - Black History Project 
Following on from last week 9H have produced some more examples of the emotional work they produced from a 
slaves point of view during Black Histroy Month Studies.  
 

 The sugar cane is so heavy and prickly there are insects and a guard who is keeping an eye on me. I just don't know why these 
people did this to us, maybe they are doing this for fun or maybe not because one of the slaves just got beaten up for staying in 
bed and not working. Every time it's night time, I would like to go back to Africa.  
Jorge 
 

When we arrived I was chucked off the ship. The one thing I hated was that I didn't know where  I was. Then the next morning 
they called out our names. Mine was first. On the plantation, they showed me and Ginga where we had to work and then they 
showed us where we would sleep. 
Adam 
 

I just got on the ship and it was so scary because everyone was crying. They had lost their mind so I was upset. I lost my mummy, 
I love her so much and the Europeans were stamping their feet on the steps coming up and down. I am very hungry and I want 
food. I am in shackles. It hurts and pains me. 
Ryan 
 

The people ran away on their journey to Jamaica. It even took forever and it was boring. I am hot and tired. On the ship, the old 
people found it smelly and noisy. People were banging the ship with their shackles. The white people kicked me off the ship. The 
weather was very hot and I didn't enjoy it one bit. Neither do all the other people. 
Sebastian 
 

Well I haven't told you yet but it's a good time to tell you now. I met a few people since this nightmare took place. Out of a 
million of us, he is the one I mostly care for. His name is Kiriku. He was a great friend, good enough to be a big brother. He was 
36. He would give me his bread if I had a ridiculous portion of bread, and he would cheer me up when I'm down. The white 
creatures took his life, and hurt me inside. 
Tommy 
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